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FRONT COVER: Ex-SECV 0-6-0 Fowler diesel locomotive No.14 hauls a train 

consisting of two replica cars across the restored Thomson River bridge. 

The Walhalla Goldfields Railway operated an hourly service from Thomson ona 
daily basis during the recent school vacation. Sat.6.1.96 Mark Cauchi 


OPPOSITE: X32 stands at the fuel point at South Dynon locomotive depot. 
Sun.11.2.96 Steve Munro 


BACK COVER: 2-6-2T locomotive 14A has been released to traffic after overhaul 
sporting a new livery. The loco was tested on Sat.10.2.96 and wore two numbers 
for the occasion! Number plates from scrapped locos 10A and 17A were applied 
to the side tanks, so the loco had two guises depending on which side one was 
viewing the loco. In the top photo, 17A waits to depart Belgrave with its test train 
whilst 10A crosses the Monbulk Creek trestle soon after Both photos Frank Cross 
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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALEND AR 


MARCH 
[ean] 


ANNIVERSARIES 


1st, 1976: New Flinders Street ‘E’ signalbox 
commissioned (20) 
Ist, 1981: Closure of Bandiana to Cudgewa and 
Diggora West to Cohuna lines (15) 
3rd, 1986: Warrnambool goods trains 
commenced operation as far as Geelong 
without a guards van at the rear (10) 
7th, 1936: The blue electric ‘Boat Train’ entered 
service between Port Melbourne and the City. 
(It was discontinued in October 1939) (60) 
8th, 1921: Opening of Manangatang to Annuello 
line (75) 
15th, 1956: First batch of Harris trains entered 
suburban service (40) 
15th, 1956: Electrification of Moe to Traralgon 
line completed (40) 
15th, 1981: Closure of Coldstream to Healesville 
line (15) 
24th, 1891: Opening of Maldon to Shelbourne 
line (105) 
ae 1926: Opening of Barnes to Balranald line 
70 
26th, 1956: Intercapital Daylight between 
Melbourne and Sydney commenced (40) 
28th, 1966: Flinders Street No.1 platform 
extended to 707.7 m (2322 feet) (30) 
29th, 1926: Opening of Piangil to Kooloonong 
line (70) 
29th, 1986: Castlemaine & Maldon Railway 
Preservation Society re-opened line from 
Maldon to Bendigo Road crossing (10) 
1881: Opening of Gravel Pits station, north of 
Seymour, later re-named Mangalore (115) 
1901: The two Footscray stations at Napier 
Street arenes line) and Nicholson 
ae Northern line) were amalgamated 
95 
1906: Opening of Hartwell Hill station, re- 
named Hartwell three years later when the 
a inal Hartwell was re-named Burwood 
90 


APRIL 
[55 25.) 
ANNIVERSARIES 
ee a Opening of Melton to Parwan line 
110 

6th, 1976: Opening of first Freight Centre at 
Horsham (20) 

ae yee Opening of Bairnsdale to Orbost line 

80 

12th, 1976: VicRail logo introduced (20) 

13th, 1861: Opening of Picnic to Hawthorn line, 
with the latter station remaining the terminus 
of the Ringwood line for 21 years (135) 

14th, 1886: Opening of Scallan’s Hill to Stawell 
line and the calling of tenders for the 
construction of a line between Toolamba and 
Tatura (110) 

30th, 1971: The last swing-door suburban electric 
train operated to Brighton Beach (25) 

1886: Victorian Railways introduced an 
alphabetical classification system for 
locomotives (110) 

1916: Start of the rebuild of Camberwell station, 
taking the line under Burke Road (80) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 


SPRINTER TROUBLE 


The PTC’s $48.4 million fleet of 
Sprinter trains was withdrawn from all 
but one country service on Tues.10.1 
after they repeatedly failed to activate 
level crossing warning signals such as 
boom gates and warning bells. 

Twenty Sprinters are still operating 
on the Bendigo line but flagmen must 
staff its 20 twenty level crossings from 
06 00 until mid-evening in case gates, 
bells and lights fail to work. 

The reason for the failures is still 
being investigated. 


ON TRACK FOR GRAIN 
TRANSPORT 


The pressure of transporting Victoria’s 
massive grain harvest is expected to 
ease following State Government 
approval for a $1 million rail transfer 
system. 

The system will be built at Dunolly 
to enable a two-way transfer of grain 
across Victoria between broad and 
standard gauge. 

V/Line’s business manager of grains 
Roger Mould, said V/Line was capable 
of meeting tight shipping programs 
under a dual gauge network, but the 
transfer system would increase effici- 
ency four-fold. 

V/Line will work 24 hours a day to 
meet deadlines and, when the system 
at Dunolly is complete, V/Line will 


have flexibility to transport grain from 
one zone to another. The system will 
be capable of handling 400 tonnes an 
hour. It will replace the bogie exchange 
system, capable of handling 100 tonnes 
an hour. 


$700 MILLION PLAN 


A Melbourne group is vying with Aus- 
tralia’s richest man, Kerry Packer for 
the right to redevelop Flinders Street 
station. 


The group wants to spend $700 mil- 
lion building over the platforms and 
turning the under-used landmark into 
a modern transport hub. 


The group’s proposal includes 200 
specialty shops, restaurants, cafes, 
galleries and family oriented entertain- 
ment. 


The historic facade will be kept with 
two large domes built above the plat- 
forms. 


The Grand Metro proposal is in 
keeping with a consultant’s report 
being considered by the State Govern- 
ment on the future of Flinders Street 
and Spencer Street stations. 


The report says Flinders Street 
should be upgraded to become the 
main city terminus for all suburban and 
interstate rail services. Travellers will 
be able to get off at Spencer Street, but 
will have the option of coming into 
the heart of the city. 


Forming the 16 40 down Bendigo pass., Sprinters 7004-7012-7015-7014, 
replacing a loco hauled consist, cross the Barker’s Creek viaduct near 
Harcourt. At present Sprinters are confined to operating services 
on the Bendigo line. Wed.10.1.96 Stephen Molloy 
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GENERAL NEWS 


2a — 


G534-G513-H2 depart Gheringhap with 9124 up wheat train. The signals at left control the entrance to 


the standard gauge loop whilst the signal above the locos will control the yet to be commissioned 


broad gauge loop. Sun.10.12.95 Gavin McLaughlan 


VANDALS SMASHING 
WINDOWS 


Vandals are smashing more than 200 
train windows a week in a rampage 
costing taxpayers up to $6000 a day. 

Figures reveal the damaging attacks 
have almost doubled in the past few 
months. 

Among the worst-hit lines are 
Pakenham, Frankston and Ringwood. 
It is believed vandals can strip windows 
of their seals and push the glass from 
the moving trains within a minute. 


MORE NEWS ON WEST 
COAST RAILWAY 
DERAILMENT 


The derailment of a West Coast Rail- 
way train at Werribee on Sat.2.9 last 
year, was caused by a handbrake being 
left on which caused a wheel to over- 
heat and subsequently fracture, a 
Board of Inquiry has found. 

The Inquiry, headed by former 
Coroner and Magistrate Kevin Mason, 
found the handbrake of carriage 
ACZ260 had been left on while the 
train was running earlier in the day, 
causing the wheels to overheat. 

At least 14 passengers on the train 
were hurt and a motorist at a level 
crossing was killed when the derailed 
train brought down a signal bridge. 

The wheel, bogies and body of ACZ 
260 have been impounded pending 
a coronial inquest. Previous press 
reports have indicated ACZ260 is a 
V/Line owned carriage on loan to West 
Coast Railway. No date has been yet 
set for the inquest. 


FARE FREEZE 


Public transport fares will be frozen 
and some extra rail services introduced 
in 1996 after a 4 per cent increase in 
patronage in 1994/95. 


Public Transport Minister Alan 
Brown said the freeze was made pos- 
sible by an extra 12 million passenger 
trips last financial year coupled with 
the annual budget savings of $245 
million. 


The freeze applying to all metro- 
politan and W/Line Country services 
is believed to be the first in seven 
years. 


An extra 400 train services are 
planned to operate during off peak 
periods and Sundays. 

Critics have expressed some doubts 
over the figures released by Mr Brown. 
Of the extra passenger journeys, two 
million came from free city circle tram 
rides. Passenger figures plunged in the 
first year of the coalition government, 
with fare increases, the removal of 
transit police and station staff, and the 
recent passenger increases only mark a 
return to those of three and four years 
ago. Services where buses have 
replaced trains have seen patronage 
decline of up to 50 per cent. 


In WCR livery, B61 rolls over the Maribyrnong River bridge near South 
Kensington with the 06 35 up Warrnambool pass. Fri.19.1.96 Sephen Molloy 


— Memories of a — 


SUPERNUMERARY JUNIOR CLERK 
in the Grey Building 


I was transferred to the 


——.- count: timetable Section in 
he better ones would actually let : i Th a : (the others were his ‘lucky’ pen used 
you time a train, either directly using - early 1953. e training - for filling in lottery applications and 


the running times in the working time- ; was @ sort of apprenticeship : his ‘correspondence’ pen). His other 
system; you sat beside a ; 
the large celluloid templates which : timetables officer and helped : Automated timetable production in- 


table (which they, of course, knew : 
from memory) or onto a graph using : 


gave the time and distance slopes of : 
the main combinations of locomotives 
and loads. These were mainly C class 
times which handled most of the criti- 
cal supplementary trains on the main 
lines. 

In room 74, the ‘country room’, each timetables officer had 
two main lines. My first teacher there was Bill Ashworth and 
larrived just as he was to prepare the Easter 1953 timetable for 
the Northern and North-Eastern lines. ‘Sit down, son and I'll 
show you how we produce timetables automatically here’ he 
said. I must have looked surprised. ‘Oh yes’, he went on, 
reaching for one of his three Conway Stuart fountain pens 


The VR administration building at 67 Spencer Street in a 1940’s view with a W2 class tram heading for 
North Balwyn and a later series W class heading towards Collins Street Photo courtesy of the PTC 


him in any way he wished + volved simply changing the dates on 


Stewart Joy 


equipment was already on the desk; 
a calendar and last year’s timetable. 


last year’s schedules and sending them 
to the printer. 

He later explained that, although his 
colleagues on other lines checked over 
last year’s train running reports and 
tried to improve the previous issue, on a predominantly 
single line system the real Easter schedule was created by 
the train controllers (in what we would now call real time); 
Bill just avoided confusing passengers by changing times all 
over the schedule. The time that Bill Ashworth saved the 
strategems like this he spent in explaining how he framed his 
normal schedules in terms of the human factors — which 


depot would normally crew an engine was likely to have a 
great effect on the likelihood of any freight train running to 
time, or the effect on a guard’s preparedness to work van 
goods quickly depended on whether he was working toward 
or away from his home station. Towards home he was keen to 
get there; away from home he was keen to build up his over- 
time and it didn’t matter which trains he delayed in doing so. 
While I was with him Bill Ashworth revolutionised the daily 
working of a Bendigo paper train just by riding the van and 
letting slip to the guard that the roster clerks were consider- 
ing making the train a Melbourne job. It cost him a night’s 
sleep but he thought it was worth it. 

Jack Baker, on the Western Line, had the most interesting 
tasks but he would generally only let me help proof read his 
work. Only once did he let me have a go and use the ‘C’ class 
template to time a train on the old Maroona route, fitting in 
with crosses of other trains. That was on a day when he was in 
a particularly good mood. A large back pay had been received 
and Jack needed time to make a special collection for the 
union in thanks for their efforts. The first main line diesel 
electrics were on his route — four B class which hauled the 
Overland each way and the complementary 38 and 77 fast 
goods — which proved each day that they would run the way 
that Clyde Engineering claimed they would. 

Baker was an avid reader of Railway Age, fascinated with 
the way in which USA railroads used their diesel power and 
he was forever espousing the simple conditions of train 
operation which would make these trains into reliable 
moneymakers. The main idea, not adopted for many years, 
was to embargo four-wheeled wagons from the trains to let 
them run at higher maximum speeds and improve crew and 
locomotive productivity. The locomotive controller, Jack 
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Ryan, agreed with him and so did the Chief Traffic Manager, 
but the idea was not pursued because ‘we would have to get 
South Australia’s agreement’. Twenty years later (while I was 
leading a Commonwealth Inquiry into the Adelaide - Crystal 
Brook standardisation) South Australia had the same idea, 
but was indifferent about proposing it because they did not 
think that Victoria would agree. 

The good feature of dieselisation on the VR was that 
Andrew Ahlston, the Chief Mechanical Engineer, aided and 
abetted by George Brown and Stan Keane the loco running 
chiefs, had decided that the only diesel locos for Victoria 
would be General Motors products. Victoria was thus saved 
the troubles which befell South Australia with English Electr- 
ics and later New South Wales, who often bought only on 
first price. Victoria caught a cold with English Electric L class 
but that is another story. 

A lost opportunity at the time was train radio. The railway 
was organised into independent fiefdoms called branches and 
the branch heads wielded absolute power. The standard com- 
munication method was to initiate a ‘Secretary’s File’. Jack 
Baker noticed that a major cause of delays to the two fast 
goods trains was the effect of their length. At his suggestion 
George Rogers, the Chief Traffic Manager, recognised the 
need with long freight trains to have loco-to-van communi- 
cation and he initiated a file to ask the rollingstock branch to 
provide this. Unfortunately the driver of the train was a 
rollingstock branch employee and the guard worked for Mr 
Rogers. The rollingstock branch saw no need for communi- 
cation among the train crew other than by having the guard 
walk forward the seventy-five vehicles to the engine, so they 
just ignored the request. They did not want their driver to be 
in a position of being told what to do by the guard and saw 


Is the timetable clerk transcribing last year’s timetable for use on a wall sheet? The timetable book is open 
to the page containing Kooloonong - Swan Hill - Bendigo services Photo courtesy of the PTC 


little reason for avoiding the guard’s long walks and resultant 
train delays. No discussion; they just ignored it. The same 
thing happened with Rogers’ request that more passenger 
carriages should be converted to open section, from the 
uncomfortable straight-backed corridor style, matching new 
stock being introduced on adjoining systems. Both those files 
disappeared without trace. 

The timetable clerk on the Eastern and South Eastern was 
Dick Tonkin, who one day arranged for me to have a cab-ride 
on the B class to Bairnsdale and back. He hoped that I would 
have a ride with driver McGrath who could make a fool of any 
schedule with his aggressive driving of steam locomotives. 
(That day it was not to be but I later had an unofficial foot- 
plate ride with Mr McGrath on an A? and saw why he was 
nicknamed ‘Mad’ McGrath). Mr Tonkin required a written 
report of my day out but when I gave it to him he asked me to 
change my comment that the driver had expressed some diffi- 
culty in mastering the dynamic brake. ‘He’s in another branch 
and you never criticise another branch!’ was the reason he 
gave. I didn’t know that a statement of fact was a criticism but 
I changed it anyway. 

My brief stint in suburban timetables — some months of 
boredom — was only relieved by being called up for Naval 
National Service. In the suburban room they took the Ash- 
worth System of automatic timetabling so seriously that they 
never seemed to change anything. The basic train service in 
the early fifties was the timetable with which each line had 
commenced after electrification. The only bright ideas on 
suburban train timetabling came from someone outside the 
railway: Mr W A Shepherd of Glen Iris, who was forever 
writing in with ideas on simple changes to make the time- 
tables more robust. One day I heard Shepherd described, by a 
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chap who spent more time worrying about his shotguns than 
about his work, as a ‘bloody nuisance’! ‘Do you know it can 
sometimes take up to a week to answer (i.e. reject) his sugges- 
tions, they are so good!’ I later worked with Bill Shepherd at 
TAA and came to know him better. It was fascinating to learn 
that he was in regular correspondence with the Operating 
Superintendent of the Johannesburg area of the South African 
Railways, who frequently posted his problems to Howard 
Street, Glen Iris to get a quick review of a solution to a diffi- 
cult scheduling problem. It was a sad commentary on the Vic- 
torian Railways in those days, but similar throttling off of out- 
siders with a contribution to make had happened before, 
including a man well known to readers of NEWSRAIL. 
Because there was not much real timetabling in the subur- 
ban room, there was nothing much to learn. The most critical 
problem was to make sure that ‘blocks’ and ‘units’ (the four 
and three car sub-sets of the old Tait trains) came together 
correctly at Flinders Street each afternoon. The Junior in 
Room 71 was set to compiling tableaux of train performance 
from sheets of train departures filled in by indicator cabin 
attendants at Flinders Street station. Occasionally one of the 
timetables officers would run his eye over them. Mostly this 
was done by a kindly old chap named George Killingbeck. 
I’m not sure if he did anything with them. Their main use 
seemed to be for the rebuttal of complaints, using them as an 
authority to show that everything was near to perfect. One 
relief of the boredom was the ‘tally week’, when various 
juniors were sent to stations on the down side of junctions to 
record the loads on up and down trains. It seemed odd to be 
sent to the stations on the down side of the junctions. The 
reason was that we were not trusted to identify trains of either 
branch. Apparently we were not considered capable of read- 


A general view of the timetables office where the author first worked as a supernumerary clerk, 
probably taken in the 1950s Photo courtesy of the PTC 


inn Wcbodaisaainnecnicne 


i 


These three gentlemen are pondering an ‘S’ 
circular and train graph whilst trying to fit in 
extra train services for the combined high 
schools swimming championship in March 1958. 
Close scrutiny of the S circular reveals that the 
day, date and year have been altered. The 
year has been clearly altered from 1957 to 
1958 which supports the author’s comments 
that special timetables were reused from 


year to year Photo courtesy of the PTC 
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ing headcodes. The categories we recorded were ‘full and 
standing’, ‘full’, ‘half and ‘empty’ and it was simple to master 
the judging of test categories by looking through the win- 
dows of the train and judging the amount of daylight you 
could see on the other side. It was disconcerting on my first 
station visit at Carnegie to be told at 6 am that I should ride 
my bike back home and have some breakfast and that the 
Assistant Station Master and the Porteress (no inclusive 
language then!) would do the tallying in my absence. I asked 
how they could do that while attending to ticket sales, 
barriers, etc. and learned that at this station the whole Christ- 
mas/New Year tallies were done on Christmas Day! Having 
learnt the trick, the following week when I was at Coburg 
I cribbed time to run down to Fawkner and have a ride on the 
AEC out to Somerton and back. 


Occasionally I would wander over the corridor and sit with 
one of the train controllers and watch him managing the after- 
noon peak traffic. You didn’t wish for trouble to occur but it 
was fascinating when it did and you could watch someone 
really operating a railway. Michael Ronald, later to become 
Chief Traffic Manager, was the most helpful with explan- 
ations. One afternoon as I walked along the corridor inside 
train control I saw a lot of people around the door of one of 
the suburban rooms. ‘Ian’s got an X class on an up Willy!’ 
someone said. Sure enough a spark had failed at Newport and 
Ian Wearne was able to have an X running light to North Mel- 
bourne Loco, run around it, back on and haul it to Flinders 
Street. I heard next morning that there were cheers for the 
loco crew from commuters waiting on platform 6! But the 
real beneficiaries were travellers on the Williamstown, Altona 
and Geelong lines who had a dead train hauled out of the way 
at Newport and no disruptions to their service that night. 


Biographical note: Stewart Joy went on from the Victorian Railways 
to later become Chief Economist of British Railways. In recent years 
he has been a consultant to governments and international agencies 
in Australia and a number of foreign countries. 


A timetable officer plotting a train graph from the timetable on the 


Alb 


ury line 
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Photo courtesy of the PTC 
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Above: Kyneton is the second highest station on the present day Victorian rail network. ANR 942 works 
a down Bendigo pass. through Kyneton whilst undergoing trials. Thurs.10.11.83 Eric Gunning 


Below: Heathcote Junction is the highest point on the North East line. T377-S313 crest the grade with an 
empty quarry train bound for the loader at Kilmore East. Thurs.7.3.91 Gavin McLaughlan 
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VICTORIA’S HIGHEST 
RAILWAY STATIONS 


by Chris Banger 


D.. the 1970s, the highest railway station in Victoria 
was Shelley (on the Cudgewa line) at 781 metres (2,562 feet). 
The highest railway station open for passenger traffic 
during this period was Bullarto (on the Daylesford line) at 
747 metres (2,452 feet). 

With the closure of the Cudgewa line beyond Bandiana 
from 1 March 1981, and the demise of the passenger service on 
the Daylesford line from Sunday 14 May 1978 (followed by 
the closure of the Daylesford line from 3 July 1978), the status 
of the highest station changed. 

The following table lists the highest points in the state in 
the following categories as at August 1995: 


= Country railway stations open for passenger traffic (non- 
electrified area, but including stations east of Pakenham) 

= Stations within the electrified area (excluding stations east 
of Pakenham) 

= By the five country mainlines that radiate from Melbourne 
that still carry passenger traffic 


COUNTRY RAILWAY STATIONS 
Highest 30 stations in descending order 


Altitude Altitude 
Order Station (metres) (feet) 
1. Woodend 561.1 1,841 
2. Kyneton 514.2 1,687 
3. Ballan 507.8 1,666 
4, Macedon 504.8 1,656 
oF Gisborne 465.1 1,526 
6. Malmsbury 454.8 1,492 
7. Ballarat 431.6 1,416 
8. Riddells Creek 367.3 1,205 
9. Heathcote Junction 349.0 1,145 
10. Clarkefield 325.5 1,068 
11. Wandong 318.8 1,046 
12. Wallan 298.7 980 
13. Castlemaine 279.8 918 
14, Kilmore East 276.8 908 
15. Kangaroo Flat 255.7 839 
16. Bendigo 231.0 758 
17. Eaglehawk 224.6 737 
18. Donnybrook 2225 730 
19. Broadford 221.1 725 
20. Sunbury 214.0 702 
21 Rupertswood 2115 694 
22. Chiltern 210.6 691 
23. Diggers Rest 198.4 651 
24. Springhurst 191.1 627 
25. Craigieburn 188.1 617 
26. Tallarook 178.3 585 
27. Violet Town 178.3 585 
28. Euroa 174.7 573 
29. Benalla 170.4 559 
30. Camperdown 164.9 541 


ELECTRIFIED AREA 
Highest 15 stations in descending order 


Altitude 

Order Station (Metres) 
if Belgrave 226 
2. Upwey 205 
3. Tecoma 202 
4, Mitcham 146 
5. East Ringwood 143 
6. Upfield 137 
7. Heathmont 128 
8. Heatherdale 127 
9. Nunawading 126 
10. Epping 126 
1, Upper Ferntree Gully 126 
12; Broadmeadows 124 
13; Ringwood 124 
14, Ferntree Gully 123 
15. Lalor 120 


HIGHEST POINTS ON THE FIVE MAINLINES 
RADIATING FROM MELBOURNE THAT 
CARRY PASSENGER TRAFFIC 


Altitude Distance 

Route (metres) (approx.) Location 

Geelong/ 173.43 182.1km Between the sites of 

Warrnambool Stoneyford and 
Pomborneit railway 
stations 

Ballarat 591.31 94.6 km Site of Wallace 
railway station 

Bendigo/ 579.73 74.5 km Between Macedon 

Swan Hill and Woodend 

Seymour/ 349.60 53.4 km Heathcote Junction 

Albury railway station 

Traralgon/ 156.97 94.8 km Down line between 

Sale Drouin and Warragul 


near the Princes 
Freeway bridge. The 
altitude of the up 
line at this point 

is 148.44 metres 


For a comparison, the highest points still served by passenger 
train in the adjoining states of New South Wales and South 
Australia are as follows: 


NSW 


Altitude Altitude 
System Location (metres) (feet) 
Countrylink Walcha Road 1,032.4 3,387 
CityRail Bell 1,067.1 3,501 
aii Altitude Altitude 
System Location (metres) (feet) 
Australian National Peterborough 532.5 1,747 


Trans Adelaide Belair 307.5 1,009 


Woodend is the highest station on the current 
PTC network. K153 departs Woodend with a 
special train for Bendigo. Sun.6.11.77 Frank Cross 


On the longest tangent in Victoria (between 


Glenorchy and Murtoa) $300 passes through 
Lubeck with 9177 empty wheat to Dimboola. 
Mon.24.9.90 Gavin McLaughlan 
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THE LONGEST STRAIGHT SECTIONS OF TRACK 

IN VICTORIA 

The following table lists the ten longest straight sections of 
track in Victoria in descending order: 


km km Total 
Corridor Start Finish Length Notes 


. Wolseley 260.4 298.7 38.3 Between Glenorchy 
and Murtoa 

. Moulamein 259.3. 294.8 35.5 Between Caldwell 
and Womboota 

. Echuca 190.5 223.6 : Between Goornong 
and Rochester 

. Swan Hill 239.2 269.4 é Pyramid is approxi- 
mately halfway 
along the straight 

. Albury (SG) 169.8 194.8 : Between Violet 
Town and Benalla 

. Echuca 226.2 250.0 : Between Rochester 
and Echuca 

. Deniliquin 277.2 300.3 : Between Mathoura 
and Deniliquin 

. Deniliquin 246.5 269.5 t Between Barnes 
Junction and 
Mathoura 

. Swan Hill 309.3 332.0 : South of Mystic 
Park to Lake Boga 

10. Albury (BG) 169.7 192.0 22.3 Between Violet 

Town and Benalla 


The longest straight in the electrified metropolitan area is the 
12.2 km long section between Huntingdale (18.6 km) and 
Dandenong (30.8 km) — if the deviations around island plat- 
forms (Sandown Park and Yarraman) are not taken into 
account. 

The above data on straight sections of track were extracted 
from the February 1991 issue of the PTC Gradients and 
Curves Book (with known corrections). 
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THERE AND BACK 


THERE 


It was the morning of 6 December 1994 
and I was about to board the up Swan 
Hill pass., timed to depart Kerang at 
07 39, when I saw the glare of an on- 
coming headlight from the up and it 
did not take too much thought to rea- 
lise it was a late running goods which 
was scheduled to arrive at Swan Hill 
before the pass. departed. Shortly after, 


—= Ii Gg aay 


I had a need to make a 
return trip from Kerang to 
Ferntree Gully in order to 
collect a pair of vintage car 

number plates. I considered it 

would be more economical for 
one person to use the train 
rather than the car and 

hoped it would also be a 


sons boarded and proceeded to Ben- 
digo, arriving six minutes late. The 
re-development of the old goods yard 
was very evident and only the National 
Trust classified ornate brick goods 
shed remained of the original infras- 
tructure. 

After a four minute stop we 
departed and the rush down the grade 
after passing through the Big Hill 


X54H2 and a larger than usual consist 
of fuel and bitumen tankers, louvre 
vans and empty container and grain 
wagons diverged into No.2 track. The 
things you see when you haven’t got your camera! 

N473-12ACN-44BRN-1IBN-218BS finally got away 12 late 
and I noted my carriage, 1IBN, was in good customer con- 
dition except for grubby covers over the fluorescent lights. 
Half a dozen ‘Pyramid Hillites’ were on the platform when we 
arrived. Unusually the town is named Pyramid Hill but the 
station Pyramid. The station structure at the ARHS Museum 
is based on the design of Pyramid and the station itself, both 
buildings and gardens, is tended by service organisations. 

By Dingee we had gained four minutes and as we sped 
along, the carriage developed a temporary hunting motion 
which made me to think it could have been heat buckled rails, 
caused by the recent 40°C plus temperature but then it could 
have just been a poor section of track. 

After enduring the very rough and noisy crossover of the 
Korong Vale line we stopped at Eaglehawk where four per- 


great deal less tiring 


POT 


tunnel reminded me of earlier days 
when we enjoyed a meal in the buffet 
car Taggerty. Regular travellers endeav- 
oured to get their soup finished before 
the traditional stampede down around 
the curves and non-welded rail causing us to hang onto our 
pre-microwave sausages and mash. 


At Castlemaine the conductor was confronted with the 
usual problem of double booked seats, caused when cus- 
tomers phone central reservation and are advised of their 
car and seat numbers and told to pay the conductor after 
boarding. 


The train was slowed by advertised delays of track repair 
work and we crossed a Sprinter near Elphinstone. After 
Kyneton the PA warned of the imminent closure of the snack 
bar and later we were held for some minutes at the signal on 
the down side of Sunbury. Some of the country travellers 
commented on the proliferation of litter and graffiti along 
the track, a feature which thankfully is not common out in 
the bush. 


The sun has just risen as N470 departs Swan Hill with the 06 50 pass. to Melbourne. Sat.4.12.93 Gavin McLaughlan 
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SE: 


N461 races out of the fog and rain into Riddells Creek with the 06 45 up Swan Hill pass. on Sat.27.7.91. Riddells 


Creek has since been abolished as a double line block post and the signals have been removed Gavin McLaughlan 


Further slow progress saw us arrive at Spencer Street seven 
late. A ‘Bendigoite’ exclaimed ‘Look at all the Sprinters!’ He 
was in fact looking at the XPT standing on the adjacent track. 
The name Country Link emblazoned on the two power cars, 
was to my mind, a somewhat obscure reference to a train that 
linked the two capital cities of adjoining states. 


BACK 


A71-BRS225(locked and empty )-7BN-46BRN-48ACN-2BN- 
53BRN-3ACN, these last three cars allocated to commuters 
as far as Bendigo, departed on time at 17 42 and got to the end 
of platform 3 before the first signal check. Whilst waiting I 
noticed the old copper bonding wires on the adjacent rail 
joints in platform 2, which was a reminder that several coun- 
try platforms at Spencer Street were used for electric traction 
in earlier times, not just platform 8. 

Another pause at North Melbourne whilst ‘sparks’ over- 
took us and then the A set off through the suburbs in fine 
style, earning a comment from an elderly retired fireman 
‘He’s given her the shovel’. 

Despite being allocated seat 1 over the rear wheels of 7BN, 
the ride was satisfactory but in the absence of an armrest little 
comfort was gained from the too high, user unfriendly, 
window ledge. As in the up journey I noticed the ceiling light 
covers were dirty and there were seven loose gaskets which 
had been left coiled like snakes, indicating a lack of pride in 
this particular area of maintenance, but even so the general 
presentation was good. 

A six minute stop outside Sydenham indicated we had 
caught up to the dawdling 17 17 local Sunbury pass. At 
Kyneton, as passengers alighted, A66 and A78 were noted 
on stabled H sets with power vans ready for duty the next 
morning and shortly after we left an X on the 18 25 up Ben- 
digo pass. roared past. 

After accelerating over the stately Taradale viaduct we flew 
around the curves at Elphinstone, leapt through the tunnel 
and ran down to Castlemaine, crossing over into the then up 
platform to set down at 19 22, nine late. 


Light relief was given by an undisciplined young child, who 
probably delighted in jumping in front of self-opening 
doors at shopping centres with no intention of entering. 
The youngster ran helter skelter through the carriage and 
made a magnificent full frontal attack on a door that did 
not open as he expected. His unconcerned mother tardily 
advised him that he should have pressed the button to open 
the door. 

We raced through the abandoned stations at Kangaroo 
Flat and Golden Square and arrived at Bendigo at 19 48. An N 
class loco took the rear three cars away for the up service the 
following morning and I noted an up goods, probably 9084 
from Deniliquin, was ready to depart. 

I was surprised to note that the V/Line pocket timetable 
card did not include any stops in either direction south of 
Bendigo, where again time appeared to be wasted. 

Everyone was aboard and waiting and still we didn’t get 
away until 19 57, 12 late with the stop being four minutes 
longer than that advertised. Preserved Bendigo D Box looked 
splendid on our right as we passed through North Bendigo 
and Eaglehawk was again deserted as we made the crossover 
to the Swan Hill line. Even after Bendigo the train was still 
nearly full, with most passengers attracted by the cheap 
SuperSaver fares available on Tuesday and Thursday. 

As we proceeded north the drought conditions became 
more obvious with rabbits more plentiful than usual as they 
competed with the skinny sheep and cattle for fodder from 
the dry paddocks. 

One passenger alighted at Dingee and several at Pyramid 
and we arrived at Kerang at 21 19, seven down. 

I alighted fit and relaxed 13 hours and 40 minutes after 
boarding that morning and I had enjoyed some 630 kilo- 
metres of airconditioned travel on one of the hottest days of 
the year. I had spent seven hours and five minutes on V/Line 
and two hours on the Met, a saving of over two hours had I 
battled the road traffic and probably would have arrived 
home dangerously drowsy and exhausted. 
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Above: CLP12-ALF20 head the Perth-bound SCT service through Bolivar 
on the outskirts of Adelaide. SCT trains west of Adelaide are normally 
hauled by ALF and CLF locomotives. Sat.23.12.95 


Below: The SCT train is regularly hauled by three G class locos between 
Adelaide and Melbourne. G542-G539-G536 haul PM9S upgrade through 
Hawthorn in suburban Adelaide. Sun.7.1.96 Both photos Roger Evans 


WEST OF 
THE BORDER 


ee 
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Above: BL27-ST33 haul MA2 freight through Belair Loop. Wed.17.1.96 


Below: C503-C506-ST33-C504 haul 7MP5 freight downhill at Sleeps Hill near Adelaide. 
Sun.7.1.96 Both photos John Kirk 
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Above: C503-ST33-ST32 pass through picturesque countryside near Petwood as they haul Adelaide-bound 
4MA2 on Wed.3.1.96 


Below: In a scene reminiscent of USA, C502-C510 haul the westbound Trailer Rail around the curve near 
Callington on Sat.6.1.96. C510 had failed earlier in Victoria and the train was rescued by C502 Both photos John Kirk 
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; Above: C506-C501-ST32-GM30 haul 6MP6 near Keswick in the centre of Adelaide. Sat.23.12.95 Roger Evans 
: Below: C503-ST33-ST32 haul 4MA2 freight around the curve at Yantaringa. Wed.3.1.96 John Kirk 
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Above: G529-G539-C509 are nearing their destination as they haul 6MAS5 through Mile End. The old 
Mile End loco depot in the background will soon be demolished to make way for a housing estate. 
Sat.28.10.95 Roger Evans 


Above: C504-G538-G537-GM46-GM47 are about to depart Tailem Bend with 7MP9S. The GMs were 
added at Tailem Bend to bank the train over the hills to Adelaide. Sat.3.2.96 Darren Wood 

Below: C507-C501-ST31-ST32-848 lead 6AM5 past the historic North Adelaide railway station. 
Fri.12.1.96 Roger Evans 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


EXTRACTS FROM WEEKLY 
NOTICES 


MARYBOROUGH AND 
CASTLEMAINE: 


Weekly Operational Notice No.47/ 
95 advises that G, N, A, X, B, S, T, 
P and H class locomotives are 
authorised to haul goods trains at 

a maximum speed of 40 km/h. 
Passenger trains hauled by these 
locomotives and steam locomotives 
of the R, J, K, and D? classes must 
be approved by the Group Manager, 


Infrastructure Maintenance. 


TRARALGON AND SALE: 


Weekly Operational Notice No.47/ 
95 advises that N, A, X, B, S, T, P 
and H class locomotives are 
authorised to operate passenger 
trains at a maximum speed of 100 
km/h, whilst goods trains hauled by 
these locomotives are permitted to 
operate at a maximum speed of 

80 km/h. 

Passenger trains hauled by J and K 
class locomotives may operated at a 
maximum speed of 80 km/h, whilst 
D? class locomotives may operate 
at a maximum speed of 95 km/h. 

R class locomotives are not 
permitted to operate between 
Traralgon and Sale. 


WEST FOOTSCRAY - 
TOTTENHAM STANDARD 
GAUGE: 


Alauda switch locked siding has 
been commissioned at Tottenham. 
Special instructions have been issued 
regarding the working of this siding. 


MELBOURNE - ADELAIDE 
GHERINGHAP SIGHTINGS: 


A typical day of rail sightings at 
Gheringhap. In this instance 
Wed.17.1. 


9792: up containers, 00 21, G- 
20 wagons. 

9791: down containers, 00 27, 
G530-22 wagons. 60 min cross 
9792. 

9152: up goods, 00 58, G- 

34 wagons. 

9715: down trailer rail, 01 10, BL35- 
8 trailers. 66 min cross 9792. 

9721: down containers, 03 41, BL27- 
103(Great Northern)-381(Great 
Northern)-30 wagons. 


—_ ~ 
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H2 became the first H class unit to visit Mildura when it arrived on 


Thurs.7.12.95. It is seen with T392 Bruce McLean 


9140: up goods, 04 09. X-X- 
5) wagons. 

9122: up grain, 05 02, G-G- 
38 wagons. 

9186: up grain, 06 13, G516-G532- 
33 wagons. 

8702: up Overland, 07 00, CLP8- 

10 vehicles. 

9124: up grain, 07 18, G515-G534-40 
wagons. 

8105: down pass., 08 52, N454. 

9702: up superfreighter, 09 02, BL33- 
DL39-54 wagons. 

9762: up ballast, 11 23, 381(GN)- 
103(GN)-14 wagons. 10 min. ASW. 

9761: down ballast, 15 14, 103(GN)- 
381(GN)-14 wagons. 

9722: up containers, 16 02, BL32- 
BL30-C505-C509-30 wagons. 

9802: down steel, 16 46, BL29-BL33- 
40 wagons. 60 min. wait line. 

8134: up pass., 16 47, N454. 

8125: down pass., 18 16, N475. 

9804: up steel/vans, 18 20. 
C510-C502-37 wagons. 16 min. 
cross 8125. 

9123: down empty grain, 18 33, 
G534-G515-47 wagons. 35 min. 
wait for 8125 to run through. 

9701: down superfreighter, 21 08, 
BL30-BL32-48 wagons. 

8701: down Overland, 21 54, CLP8- 
10 vehicles. 

9151: down goods/grain, 22 36, 
G516-G531-8 wagons. 


9125: down empty grain, 22 57, 
G-G-44 wagons. 

9711: down superfreighter, 23 44, 
C509-C505-40 wagons. 


NORTH WEST — Mildura 


NOTES FROM MILDURA: 
December 1995. The first H class 
locomotive to Mildura was noted on 
Thurs.7.12. when H2-T392 were in 
Mildura for servicing. H2 replaced 
T408 on Ouyen - Pinnaroo working. 
T392 was noted solo at Mildura on 
Wed.20.12. 


Further to the removal of the 
Y class pilot from Mildura from 
Tues.14.11 and the use of mainline 
locomotives for district shunting 
for a trial period, Y118 arrived in 
Mildura on Fri.8.12 to resume pilot 
duties. Apparently there were 
coupling problems with G class 
locos in some local sidings and 
shunting was overall a lot slower. 


Containerised quarry material for 
Mildura Rural City Council is being 
forwarded by rail from Ballarat to 
Wakefield’s siding at Merbein. 


NORTH — 
Bendigo - Swan Hill - Echuca 
BENDIGO LINE: 


Boom and Bussed!: With the 
popularity of travel over the period 


between Christmas and leading up 
to the new year, V/Line Passenger 
services in the northern region were 
heavily loaded. 

An example of this was the 08 35 
down pass. (8013) which is normally 
a single three car N set which was 
built up with FN sets, five car N sets 
and finally on Fri.29.12 a double N 
set and close to 350 passengers on 
board. 

On Thurs. 28.12, there were far 
too many passengers for the set 
rostered and to overcome this, 
passengers were redirected to the 
following 08 47 Kyneton service. On 
this day, the Daylink Adelaide bus 
connection was made at Kyneton, 
instead of Bendigo, because at 
Castlemaine a further 60 odd 
passengers joined the train to go 
shopping at Bendigo. 

Also on Thurs.28.12, there were 
too many passengers aboard the 
10 35 Bendigo single Sprinter before 
departure from Spencer Street. A 
further two Sprinters were placed on 
the service in lieu of the single car. 

On Fri.29.12, the 08 35 departure 
was ACN21-BRN20-BN19-ACN9- 
BRN47-BN8 hauled by N468, which 
departed 20 minutes late on account 
of trouble with the original N class, 
which was replaced. 

The 11 20 up service from Bendigo 
has also been a popular service. 

The Swan Hill services have also 
received extra carriages with 
combination of FNSN and double 
consists in use. 
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CE Bae fen SE 


N471-X33-P16-T392 are about to depart Bendigo with 9084 up Deniliquin 


goods on Wed.3.1.96. This train is normally a driver only operation 
between Bendigo and Melbourne Stephen Molloy 


On Mon.1.1, there were two 
departures from Swan Hill, with the 
regular 07 10 up and an additional 16 
55 up. On some occasions two buses 
were used between Swan Hill and 
Mildura due to the influx of 
passengers. 

On train catering was provided on 
all Swan Hill trains and also on the 
08 35 down and 11 20 up Bendigo, 
with sales being very high on all 
days. 

The Daylink and Sunlink coaches 
have been replaced with brand new 


With the recommencement of rail services to Tocumwal, Shepparton is becoming 
increasingly busy. On Sat.3.2.96, A60 has just arrived with the morning pass. 
from Melbourne as P21 stands at the head of the Monday morning Tocumwal 

superfreighter and P16 stands at the head of a grain train Bié// Ludlow 


‘long coaches’ thereby increasing 
capacity. Back up buses were used 
on many occasions. 


Local traffic between Castlemaine 
and Bendigo has increased 
significantly with the opening of the 
Bendigo marketplace shopping 
centre in the former goods yard, and 
revenue is above expectation in this 
area. 


SIGHTINGS FROM BENDIGO: 


Tues.1.2: 

9126: 19 15, G532-17 wagons. Failed 
at Big Hill. 

0026: 20 43, A85 push 9126 to 
Castlemaine. 

9084: 22 31, N465-X34-P13-26 
wagons. 

Wed.3.1: 

9126: 18 58, G515-18 wagons. 

9084: 19 46, N471-X33-P16-1392- 
33 wagons. 

9079: 21 59, T408-P15-6 wagons. 

9189: 23 15, G515, 13 wagons. 

Thurs.4.1: 

9126: 18 50, G515-20 wagons. 

9084: 19 44, N460-X44-P15-T408- 
23 wagons. 

Fri.5.1: 

9011: 07 00, X31-3 x Comeng. 

9012: 08 20, X31-3 x Comeng-3 x 
Hitachi. 

9126: 18 33, G526-20 wagons. 

9084: 20 18, N473-X36-A73- 
32 wagons. 
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CLP12 hauls AMB8 the Overland near Moorabool on a very wet morning. 07 30 Wed.3.1.96 Gavin McLaughlan 


Sat.6.1: 
9083: 08 04, N466-X41-P11- 
32 wagons. 


Sun.7.1: 

A66-N465-N466-P11-X41-Y157 at 
loco. 

9121: 18 30, X49-S306, 40 wagons. 


Mon.8.1: 

9084: 19 47, N462-X49-X41-P11-P23- 
50 wagons. 

9006: 21 15, A66-15 wagons. 


Tues.9.1: 

9084: 20 00, X43-S301-H4-P23- 
40 wagons. 

9080: 21 00, X48-X45-36 wagons. 

9005: 21 17, X42-X37-21 wagons. 


Wed.10.1 

9011: 07 51, X44-X33-21 wagons-3 x 
Hitachi. 

9084: 20 18, X34-X36-T371-P14- 
32 wagons. 

9006: 21 09, X44-X42-T379- 
35 wagons. 


Thurs.11.1 

9011: 08 15, X34-20 wagons. 

9012: 09 46, X34-20 wagons. 

9084: 20 10, X33-X37-H4-P11- 
48 wagons. 

9005: 21 06, X44-T390-21 wagons. 

9080: 22 09, A73-20 wagons. 

Fri.12.1: 

9011: 07 59, X43-20 wagons. 

9012: 09 45, X43-20 wagons. 

9084: 19 32, X49-X34-T371-S301- 
39 wagons. 


Sat.13.1: 

9005: 02 10, X36-20 wagons. 

9006: 03 00, X44-T390-20 wagons. 

9083: 07 35, X32-S301-T392-T409- 
26 wagons. 


Sun.14.1: 

N466-S301-T392-T409-X32-X36- 
Y157 at loco. 

Mon.15.1: 

9011: 17 13, X31-20 wagons. 

9012: 17 23, X31-20 wagons. 

9084: 20 09, X32-P18-T392- 
19 wagons. 

9006: 20 58, X36-T408-18 wagons. 


Tues.16.1: 

9079: 01 10, X48-X49-39 wagons. 

9083: 02 10, X41-T371-T390-P14- 
32 wagons. 

9005: 06 43, X36-20 wagons. 

9006: 07 08, X36-20 wagons. 

9011: 07 44, T379-3 x Comeng. 

9012: 09 52, T379-3 x Comeng. 

9084: 19 48, X41-S301-P14-T371- 
46 wagons. 

9005: 22 44, X32-T392-24 wagons. 


Wed.17.1: 
9011: 07 50, X36-S301-20 wagons. 
9012: 08 15, X36-20 wagons. 
9084: 20 31, X37-S306-S301- 

40 wagons. 
9006: 21 32, X32-T392-18 wagons. 
9123: 22 54, G534-G515-47 wagons. 


Thurs.18.1: 
9126: 00 38, G511-G527-40 wagons. 
9083: 00 41, X44-21 wagons. 


9011: 07 38, A77-S301-20 wagons. 
9012: 07 59, A77-20 wagons. 
9084: 20 00, X44-13 wagons. 
9080: 21 24, X49-X36-S301- 

39 wagons. 
Fri.19.1: 
9011: 06 50, X36-X49-20 wagons. 
9012: 07 09, X49-X36-20 wagons. 
9084: 19 50, X34-T379-S306- 

27 wagons. 
9006: 20 38, X54-T392-15 wagons. 


Sat. 20.1: 

9083: 07 59, X36-S301-S306-H4- 
21 wagons. 

9011: 12 25, X42-20 wagons. 

9012: 13 13, X42-20 wagons. 


Sun.21.1: 
H4-N454-S301-S306-X36-Y157 at 
loco. 


NORTH EAST — Goulburn 
Valley - Strathmerton - Albury 


XPT SUPPLEMENTARY 
COACHES: Throughout December 
1995 and into January 1996, road 
coaches were used to back up the 
Daylight and Overnight XPT 
services, with up to four buses used 
in some cases. The buses were used 
because of the fixed consist of XPT 
stock and were offered to passengers 
at the 40 per cent discounted fares. 

On Sat.30.12, the coach 
supplementing the overnight service 
ex Melbourne was provided by Hoys 
of Wangaratta and was a brand new 
coach in the V/Line livery. 
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| THE KERANG - KOONDROOK TRAMWAY 


Above: The static replica built on a shortened sheep wagon frame in 1984 by Hume Colville 
Engineering at Barham of the 1929 Sentinel loco heads 288QR, 315L and 324ZL in Main Street Spring 
Gardens, Koondrook. Sat.28.10.95 

Below: Recently rebuilt Hinksons Siding station with redgum platform on the former Koondrook 
tramway. Thurs.27.7.95 Both photos POT 
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JOLIMONT RAILWAY WORKSHOPS 


A. unusual problem that we faced was when the Hyatt 
on Collins Hotel was built. Its position caused the early 
morning sun to reflect off its windows directly into the pits 
and under the west end motor cars. 

After much struggle and deputation which involved stop 
work meetings, an amenities block was built adjoining No. 6 
road. This block housed locker rooms, showers, good 
washing conditions and an upstairs meal room. As far as we 
were concerned, it was like moving from the slums to the 
Hilton Hotel. In later years it was improved by having 
airconditioning installed. 

Young people coming into the job today certainly fall on 
their feet as far as conditions and clothing are concerned, and 
unfortunately take for granted what is there. 

Throughout the history of the Victorian Railways many 
trades and occupations graced the scene and the trades at 
Jolimont varied during my time. I remember the following: 
armature winder, blacksmith, blacksmith striker, blocker, 
boiler attendant, boilermaker, boilermaker’s help, buffer 
repairer, canteen manager, canteen assistance, car builder, car 
cleaner, carpenter, caustic tank attendant, coppersmith, 
coupling cleaner, crane driver, driller, electric train driver, 
electrical fitter, electrical mechanic, electrician special class, 
engine metaller, first aid attendant, fitter, fitter’s assistant, 
fitter and turner, floorman, iron machinist, labourer, lad 
labourer, lad trainee, lavatory attendant, leading shunter, 
locksmith, maintenance fitter, mobile crane driver, oiler and 
cleaner, padder, painter, painter's labourer, pitman, plant 
room attendant, running gear repairer, sheet metal worker, 
shunter, signwriter, storeman, tool store attendant, train 
examiner, trolley driver, truck driver, truck metaller, 
upholsterer, welder and welder’s companion. 

The tradesmen were supervised by the usual management: 
workshop manager, assistant manager, accountant, chief 
clerk, engineers, paymaster, timekeeper, foremen and sub- 
foremen. 

The bosses that I worked under were good blokes, never 
any problems. You could talk and laugh with all of them, 
except one foreman who was sly and deceitful and spent most 
of his time trying to catch men idling on the job. He was really 
wasting his time, as the men had always done their work and 
started and left at the proper time. He was nick-named 
‘Happy Days’ and every man in the inspection shop 
absolutely despised him, even the other bosses had no 
time for him. At one stage the men had a stop work meeting 
over him and he was later moved into the yards. 
Coincidentally the chief foreman caught him a couple of 
times with his feet up on the desk and when he retired he 
left like a mangy dog. 

As with other workshops, nicknames were well to the 
fore, a practice that seems to have lost favour over the last 
15 or 20 years. Maybe new employees coming on do not have 
time for that sort of thing, but there is something I do know 
and that is that most do not have a good communication 


— Part 4 


ability and find it difficult to enjoy and see the humorous 
side of workshop life. 

It seems to be the style of the new railwaymen and I noticed 
it from about the late 1970’s. Some of the nicknames I knew 
were, The Pekinese, Whopper, Mildura Jack, Auntie Nell, 
The Old Girl, Overcoat Jack, The Phantom, Flash, Bones, 
The Long Arm, The Moscow Mouse, Whistling Rufus, 
Mother Hubbard, Happy Days, Headstock Johnna, Hellfire 
Jack, Dolls Eyes, The Swamp Fox, Sooner, Clinker Tom, The 
Grey Ghost, The Bull, Little Bull, Kicker Kelly, Elephant 
Pants, Grandma, Precious, Grassy, The Rajah, Dixie Lee and 
Phil The Fluter. There are many more. 

First aid involvement was well to the fore when I began and 
as many as five teams competed against each other each week 
to strive for perfection in the annual state competitions held 
at Mount Evelyn. Some very skilled first aiders were produced 
throughout the years as the environment of the workshop 
provided an excellent training ground. Their diligence and 
knowledge were very much appreciated whenever an injury 
was sustained. 

Although the workshops roads were protected by scotch 
blocks, there have been a couple of ‘intruders’. Once, to be 
fair, the scotch block had been unlocked and thrown over to 
enable the poison train (that was operating at the back of the 
workshops), to work right down to the workshop doors. The 
poison train in those days consisted of a ‘Casey Jones’ motor 
pulling two trolleys that carried 1800 litre tanks. On this day 
there was a light drizzle falling as the little train made its way 
down No. 13 road towards the open door. When the driver 
attempted to stop, the full tanks caused the train to skid along 
the rails until it became wedged under a seven-car Tait set 
being inspected on the same road. The driver, although 
shaken, was unhurt but became agitated when a workman 
yelled out ‘leave it there mate, we'll make it a ten car train’. 

On another occasion a Hitachi bumped over the scotch 
block out the back of No. 8 road and derailed with the front 
corner of the cab just touching the platform steps on No. 7 
road, just missing the concrete pillar between Nos. 7 and 
8 roads. 

An unusual incident happened on No. 14 road out the back 
some years ago, when a Port Melbourne unit being driven 
into the shop went over a scotch block. I happened to be 
watching when the motor car rocked like an ocean liner and 
then rocked again as the bogie went over the block. 
Remarkably both wheels landed on the rails again when the 
unit came to a stop. 

One strange sight occurred in the early 1960s that was all 
above board. An A? class steam locomotive was pushing a 
disabled L class electric locomotive through the west end 
open door down to the bottom of No. 6 road. When the 
locos came to rest, a remark was passed to the driver of the A? 
on its poor condition. The driver replied ‘It might be old and 
rusty with steam leaking from its joints, but it is still good 
enough to push this heap of modern rubbish back to its 
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home’. With a ‘pop’ on the whistle the A’ slowly made its way 
outside, the driver wearing the biggest smile one could wish 
to see. ‘They won't last as long as this’, was his parting shot. 
He was right! 

Outside, in the immediate vicinity, there were any amount 
of derailments and two stand out. A Tait train was making its 
way into the goods when the centre car split the points and 
the train finished up on two road, a real mess. The other was 
when the leading car on a Hitachi derailed entering the 
turntable and it was a tricky operation to get in re-railed. 

During the 1970s the inspection shop workers built 
themselves a garden area at the rear of the shops in a wide gap 
between Nos. 5 and 6 roads. It featured a miniature golf 
course, gazebo and a variety of plant life with a fish pond 
down one end. It was so well cared for it won first prize in the 
department’s competition in the suburban area and was later 
enhanced by the addition of a barbecue. 

The Moscow Circus was always welcome in Flinders Park, 
outside the workshops, as their elephants provided great 
fertiliser for the garden, although at times when the wind was 
in the wrong direction the aroma became a bit on the strong 
side. 

Looking back over the trains that had been attended to 
at the workshops, one cannot help but marvel at the 
magnificent and sterling service provided by the swing-door 
and Tait sliding-door trains since their introduction in 1919 
to their withdrawal in January 1974 (swing-doors) and mid- 
1980s for the Taits. It should be borne in mind that many of 
the cars were steam-hauled prior to being converted to 
electric stock and they carried large loads before the motor car 
became common and particularly during World War 2 with 
the advent of petrol rationing. 

As with other rollingstock during those war years, 
maintenance was not what it should have been and heavy 
loading continued until the mid-1950s. With the intro- 
duction of the Harris and Hitachis, their ranks began to thin 
and the death knell sounded when the Comeng arrived. I 
could be corrected, but I doubt if any electric train in the 
world could boast a better record. 

Safety was the first priority when I joined and it had been so 
for many years previous. Whenever I see the commercials on 
television about safety in the workplace I smile to myself as 


A line up of Tait sets stabled near the Jolimont Workshops. Sat.15.12.84 Graham Withers 


they are about 40 to 50 years behind the times. Jolimont 
workshops had a safety committee which met every week 
with the Workshop Manager, Mr Harry James and all issues of 
safety were kept under review. Each section had a safety 
leader and those who breached the guidelines were certainly 
made aware of it. 

Breaches considered to be the most serious were leaving 
oil on the floor, obstructing a walkway, jumping the pits, 
running, misuse of tools and heavy lifting without calling 
for assistance. 

Each of the shops, lifting, inspection, paint and gallery had 
large glass covered notice boards displaying safety posters 
which were changed regularly. Where the movement of trains 
in and out of the workshops was involved, the shunters would 
walk along the road of the intended movement and 
surrounding area warning everybody to stand clear. 

When cars were pushed into the shop the shunter would 
stand inside the shop to the limit of the shunt, whilst another 
protected the movement and the cars would be moved very 
slowly into position. 

Whilst working on trains outside the shops, one never 
went under the trailers to get to the other side and you 
certainly never walked between cars that were set a few yards 
apart. On coming to the end of the train it was necessary to 
walk quite some distance past the end before crossing and 
going back down the other side. 

Old Tom Canning, the pilot driver, was a marvel. He knew 
113M inside out and the old car would respond to his every 
requirement. He drove it for so many years that it became part 
of him. 

Whether he worked off the ‘straight air’ or the automatic 
made no difference and his use of the controller was just as 


>» good. Whenever the pilot was given its annual inspection he 


used to hover around, but we never minded as he loved that 
old car. 

The limit of the pilot, when working in the west end of the 
yard, was restricted to the Yardmaster’s Bridge. When cars 
were propelled from the west end and along the straight for 
entry, a run around loop was used which was situated 
opposite the Jolimont Junction signalbox. They were then 
hauled to the test track before being propelled into the east 
end of the lifting or paint shops. 


RTA 
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The RTA ran a tour of sidings in the Geelong area on Sat.20.1.96 


Above: The tour train consisting of Y163 hauling 262ACZ stands at 
the Fyansford cement terminal 


Below: The train stands at the Pivot superphosphate siding near 
North Shore Both photos Darren Wood 
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ROLLINGSTOCK 


A Monthly update of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


CARRIAGES 


WCR UPDATE: West Coast Railway 
experienced a severe carriage shortage 
during December 1995, as a result of 
carriages damaged in the Werribee 
derailment, and because of mechanical 
failures. 


The Werribee derailment caused the 
withdrawal of a complete set of cars 
which resulted in the reduction of sets 
from three to two. 


Carriages continued to be hired 
from V/Line, but even this was becom- 
ing difficult, as they were also short of 
carriages, and the V/Line fleet had been 
modified for HEP operation. Because 
of this, WCR had to hire a suitable 
powervan, usually a PJC, increasing 
the train weight by 70 tonnes. 

Carriage ACZ262 with its diesel 
alternator was used extensively and 
some services operated without a first 
class carriage. 


On Wed.13.12, the 08 49 down Warr- 
nambool included non-airconditioned 
carriage 711 conveying passengers be- 
tween Melbourne and Geelong. 

Carriages ACZ255, BZ270, BRS222 
and BS203 which were in the accident 
were taken to Ballarat along with 
BS201, 206, 208 and 210 for repairs. 
They were included in a goods train 
on Tues.12.12. 


Carriages BS205 and BZ267 were out 
of action due to mechanical failure and 
were not seen in service in December 
1995. BS205 returned to service on 
Thurs.21.12. 


On many occasions the WCR train 
consist was ACZ-BRS-BRS-BRS-CP. 


BCZ: The downgrading of ACZ car- 
riages to BCZ class economy cars con- 
tinued into December 1995, with 
ACZ263 reclassified as BCZ 263. 


Three ACZ cars were in V/Line ser- 
vice in December: 253, 259 and 262. 
With only 259 as a first class car. 

BCZ cars in service were: 251, 258, 
261 and 263. 

Under repairs and conversion at 
Newport workshops were ACZ254, 
256 and 260, which will emerge as 
BCZ cars. 


On Mon.18.12, the remaining Z set 
was marshalled as ACZ259-BCZ263- 
BCZ258-BCZ251-ACZ262. Other car- 
niages ACZ253 and BCZ261 were 


assembled in five car N sets. 


The future of Werribee accident car- 
riage ACZ260 is still uncertain. The 
carriage was named as being the cause 
of the accident, with a report in the 
Herald Sun stating the handbrake in 
this car was activated. (Please see 
article elsewhere in this issue.) 


N SETS: Three carriage set N5 was 
out-shopped from Newport repainted 
in the new livery just before Christmas. 
Three car sets to receive the new colour 
scheme are: N4, N5, N9 and N11. 


FN SETS: The continued juggling of 
consists to meet requirements was at a 
peak during December 1995 with sev- 
eral combinations of carriage types 
assembled. Some sets observed in 
traffic on Sat. 23.12 were: 
FN1 — ACN3-BRN53-BN2-BZS 271. 
FN8 — ACN24-BRN34-BN22-BZ264 
(temporary arrangement). 
FN10 — ACN30-BRN29-BN28- 
BZN276-BZN272 (five car set). 
FN12 — ACN36-BRN35-BN23- 
BZS274-BCZ261 (five car set). 
FN15 — ACN45-BRN43-BN10-BZ265. 
FN18 — ACN54-BRN53-BN1-BZ 266. 
FN19 — ACN57-BRN56-BN55- 
BZN275. 
FN3 — ACN9-BRN47-BN8-BZ268 
(temporary arrangement) was noted 
earlier in the month. 


BZN: The third complete BZN con- 
version was out-shopped from New- 
port just before Christmas in the new 
livery. Three cars 272, 275 and 276 have 


been completed, with 273 still under 
conversion. 


SH SETS: Set SH34 was damaged in a 
coupling accident and was taken to 
Newport for repair, and set SH35 was 
vandalised whilst stabled at Bacchus 
Marsh over the Christmas break, with 
the BTH suffering broken windows. 


LOCOMOTIVES/RAILCARS 


WCR: Locomotives $300 and $311 
were used in December with B61 be- 
ing also trialed and $302 under 
major repairs. 

Other locomotives owned by the 
company 1363, T369, S312, B64, B65, 
B75 and B76 were idle at Ballarat 
awaiting restoration to service. 


Carriage BRS227 sold earlier to 
Great Southern Railway was also hired 
by WCR. The week between Christ- 
mas and New Year saw heavy patron- 
age on the Warrnambool line. Several 
trains operated with seven carriages 
and the fleet was pushed to extremes. 


$302 returned to service hauling the 
18 00 down pass. on Thurs.28.12 with 
S300. The other loco combination 
used was $311 and B61. 


SPRINTERS: The repainting pro- 
gram continued through December 
with cars 7012 and 7015 being painted 
crimson W/Line livery. Cars having 
been painted this livery are: 7012-7022 
inclusive. 


PTC PHOTOGRAPH AND VIDEO SERVICE 


The Public Transport Corporation has 400,000 black and white and 
colour photographs available for purchase, covering 115 years of 


railways and tramways in Victoria. 


Subjects include engineering infrastructure, station buildings, 
signalling, rolling stock and of course locomotives — steam, diesel 
and electric. The service also offers a number of video titles. 


For enquiries, contact 
COLIN KEMP or JOHN PHILLIPS 


Telephone: (03) 9619 4180 or (03) 9619 4818 
Fax: (03) 9619 4960 


Level 9, Transport House, 589 Collins Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 3000 


IN 
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Above: The Tramway Museum Society of Victoria operates its 
museum at Bylands on the former Heathcote Junction - Bendigo line. 
MMTB WS5 795 stands on the former railway alignment whilst the 
platform mound and former departmental residence are evident in 
the background. Sat.2.12.95 


Below: The Walhalla Goldfields Railway operates from Thomson on 
the former Moe - Walhalla line to the Stringer’s Creek Gorge. This 
photo shows D14 propelling its short train across the restored 
Thomson River bridge. Sat.6.1.96 Both photos Mark Cauchi 
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WORKS 


A round-up of News, Tenders and items from the Weekly Operational Notices 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE 
SLEEPER RENEWAL 


The sleeper renewal program has been 
completed on the track between South 
Geelong and Warrnambool. Work 
commenced in November 1994. A sur- 
facing gang used machines to pack and 
regulate the ballast and to line and level 
the track, resulting in a smooth align- 
ment suitable for 115 km/h train 
operation. 


STATION UPGRADES 


V/Line Passenger continues to upgrade 
its station facilities. The following 
stations have been upgraded: 


Kyneton: The woodwork and roof- 
work has been repaired, as have the 
waiting areas. 

Bacchus Marsh: The brick-work on the 
exterior has been sandblasted and 
touched up and the building is now 
in original appearance. The signal 
box has been repaired and repainted 
and the staff areas have been 
upgraded. 

Craigieburn: A new building has been 
constructed, featuring an on plat- 
form kiosk and ticket selling facility. 
This station will be operated on a 
contract basis. 


HURSTBRIDGE 


Passenger services were suspended 
in the outer suburban area beyond 
Greensborough to Hurstbridge for a 
week from Mon.8.1 to Sun.14.1 to 
enable track work, level crossing re- 
newal and station upgrading to be 
done in a planned operation. A new 
set of points was installed and steel 
platform covering replaced wooden 
edging at the Hurstbridge terminal. 


4 Al : 
During January, all pointwork and interlocking equipment was removed from 
Baxter. Baxter was the junction for the now defunct branch line to Mornington. 


Above: The Mornington line points prior to removal 


Below: Both up home signals prior to their removal on Wed.24.1.96 
Both photos Darren Wood 


Great Northern 381-103 stand at Inverleigh with a loaded ballast train. 
Sun.4.2.96 Roger Gillard 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division? 


Write to the 


Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, 
G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 


Pe a ee 
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TAILDISC 


Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


OBITUARY 
E A DOWNS 


E A (Ted) Downs who died on 30 
December last year from a massive 
brain haemorrhage aged 71 years was 
an original member of the Victorian 
Division when it was formed in 
1945, but following his discharge 
from the RAAF after World War 
Two, he settled in Sydney where 
he married the daughter of the 
well-known railway historian Giff 
Eardly. 


Ted had a voracious appetite for 
all things railway. He subscribed to a 
host of local and overseas journals 
including NEWSRAIL and corres- 
ponded regularly with railfans both 
in Australia and abroad. 


Ted’s main love was with narrow 
gauge railways having succumbed to 
their fascination at an early age. This 
interest became manifest in 1957 
when he contributed a series of 
articles to the ARHS Bulletin des- 
cribing and recounting the history of 
the narrow gauge lines of the Vic- 
torian Railways. In 1963 these 
articles were revised and enlarged 
and published as Speed Limit 20 — 
The Story of the Narrow Gauge 


Ingleyo od ors 


Round Trip 


— Saturday 30th March 1996 — 


Branch Lines of the Victorian Rail- 
ways, the Victorian Division’s first 
hard cover book. Speed Limit 20 was 
to become a classic of Australian rail- 
way literature and is now a prized 
collectors’ item. 

Ted had other interests. He was 
both a coin and stamp collector and 
on receiving a letter from him, the 
envelope invariably bore a postage 
stamp issued for Antarctica or some 
other Australian overseas territory. 
His Christmas cards were always a 
delight. Ted seemingly searched the 
world for the most appropriate and 
attractive cards, all with a decided 
railway flavour. 

With his family grown up Ted 
was able to make overseas visits 
which were heavily railway oriented 
and, not surprisingly, involved 
travelling on narrow gauge lines 
wherever and whenever this was 
possible. 

Our sympathy goes out to Evelyn 
and family for their loss. Vale Ted 
Downs. You will be missed but not 
be forgotten. Speed Limit 20 is his 
monument. 


Jim Harvey 


Welcome back 
Sa 
Round Trip 
to Inglewood 


S 
Double-Headed 
Steam 


“Action” 
Photo Stops 


A Steam Hauled Day Tour, organised by the — 
Australian Railway Historical Society 
VICTORIAN DIVISION ACN 004 701 295 


This tour takes us to the Central Goldfields Region of Victoria. R707 will haul our train throughout on 
this round tour along the route: Melbourne - Ballarat - Maryborough - Dunolly - Inglewood - Bendigo 
- Melbourne. 

Steam loco Y112 will double-head between Ballarat - Maryborough, being the first run of a Y Class Steam 
in over 33 years. 

Depart Spencer Street, 7.15 am, arrive back in Melbourne by about 9.30 pm. 

Intormation and Booking Details — Bookings Close on Wednesday 20 March, 1996 
Fares: Melb.-Inglewood-Melb. Adult $74; Child (4 and under 16) $40, Lunch Box $9. 
Ballarat-Maryborough-Ballarat Adult $25, Child $15 
For further information write tu: ARHS Rail Tours, c/- 2A Victoria Road, Malvern 3144. 

Phone Enquiries to Booking Clerk - Peter Carwardine 9571 8958 (8-10 pm) 


eee eevee 
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CLASSIFICATION 
YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted 
classified ad column. 


FOR SALE 


Not on the Mailing List? If you’re not on 
The End of The Line Mailing List, send a 
Stamped, Self-Addressed Envelope (DL size) 
to The End of the Line, P.O. Box 1078, North 
Fitzroy, Victoria 3068 and you'll receive your 
catalogue for ‘Best-Offer’ Mail Auction No.4, 
due out in April. The End of The Line. 
It’s where you’ll find Australian Railway 
Ephemera, Memorabilia and Collectables. 


Rail and Tram memorabilia and collectables 
for sale (books, badges, postcards, stamps, 
etc.). Free list of offers from Stafford 
Stamps, Box 73, Kew East, 3102. Phone/ 
Fax: (03) 9859 5827. 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections 
of books and magazines on railways. We are 
interested in American, British and Australian 
Railways. We also have lists available of 
books and magazines we have for sale in the 
shop. For a list please send a SSAE to Train 
World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Ten Railway Section Cars for sale due to 
the disposal of a private collection. Fairmont 
M19’s, ST2, Tamper TMC 2, AS Fairmont and 
Comeng. Some restored plus spare parts. 
Write to: R. Savage, P.O. Box 1385, Mil- 
dura 3502. Fax (050) 24 6833. Mobile 018 
502 726. 


WANTED TO BUY 


Victorian Railways ‘Directory of Stations’ 
published until mid 1960’s. Prefer good 
condition. Phone Jeff on (056) 72 2295 A.H. 
only. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block 
letters, include full name, address and phone 
number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. 
Send to Advertising Manager, GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements 
is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are 
advised to read the Advertising Conditions before 
placing any advertisement as they contain an 
indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are avail- 
able on request. 

Charges: Normal rate $2 per line per month. 
Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per 
month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 
4 lines per month. 


Nothing to do on 


TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives 
on the down platform. at 
Windsor from 8 p.m.? 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
QUEENSLAND DIVISION 
ACN 009 767 579 


BRANCH LINE 
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YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 9723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m.- 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 
Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 


trading as 


SUNSHINE EXPRESS RAIL TOURS 


STEAM TRAIN 


AROUND THE 


10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 
Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


FIVE DAY TOUR FROM BRISBANE Tels JSNCUNS Sep 


12th - 16th AUGUST, 1996 MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


FARE i $725.00 Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


Includes all accommodation and most meals Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


for detailed brochure contact [MARTINS ] 
P.O. Box 1119, TOOWONG, QLD, 4066 
TEL (07) 3371 4231 MODEL TRAIN SUPPLIES 
FAX (07) 321 77 321 Mon.-Thurs.10 am-6 pm Fri.10 am-8 pm_ Sat. 9 am-4 pm. 


29 Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone (03) 9841 8089 Fax (03) 9841 4500 


THE 
RAILFAN SHOP 


s ~~ 


Melbourne’s Only Railfan Specialist 


—— 
os 


Books ¢ Magazines ¢ Videos 
Model Railway Supplies 
Mail Orders Welcome 


Ss 
> 


40 Market Street, Melbourne 


(Corner Flinders Lane) 


Monday to Thursday 9 am to 5.30 pm 
Friday 9 am to 7 pm — Saturday 9 am to 4 pm 


Phone/Fax: (03) 9621 2238 
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